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Five-acre demonstration
plot to raise awareness
on bamboo cultlvatlon

Times NEws NETWORK

Coimbatore: City-based Institute of Fo-
rest Genetics and Tree Breeding
(IFGTB) is planning to set up a five-acre
bamboo plantation on the Appakudal
campus of the Kumaraguru Institute of
Agriculture (KIA) in Erode.

The plantation will create aware-
ness on bamboo species, cultivation
practices and economic scope for tree
growersand farmers in Coimbatore and
Eroderegion, IFGTB officials said.

KIA and IFGTB signed an MoU earli-
er this week to plant five commercially
viable bamboo species on the campus.
The institute has allotted the land for 10
years The species will be mostly thorn-
le aking it easier to harvest and pro-
cess including Bambusa tulda, Bambu-

V"t‘i]garls Bambusa nutans and Bam-
busa balcooa.

“We will plant 800 bamboo plants
across the five acres, approximately 150
each of the five species,” said Dominic
Savio of IFGTB. “They will be planted at
afive-metre distance from each other.”

IFGTB scientists will guide agricul-
ture students at KIA to manage and rai-
se the plantation. “We believe it will ser-
ve as a demonstration plot for almost
6,000 farmers in the region, who are into

GREEN INITIATIVE The prOJect is belng
taken up under the national bamboo mis-
sion, which aims to increase the area under
bamboo cultivation

sugarcane cultivation, on commercially

‘viable options of bamboo and for our

students, who are interested in agrofo-
restry-related or bamboo-related rese-
arch,” said coordinator Saravanan.
“IFGTBcanbringorsend farmersto see
the plantation.”

The project is being taken up under
the national bamboo mission, which
aims to increase the area under bamboo
cultivation. IFGTB has been approa-
ching civic bodies and private associa-
tions toallot more land for bamboo plan-
tingand growing.
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